[bookmark: _GoBack]CDFS 110: Instructions for the Special Topics Paper

Families are impacted by an innumerable number of influences across the lifespan, and we are only able to discuss a limited portion of these in CDFS 110. The purpose of this short “special topic” paper is to give students exposure to these types of issues that impact the development of individuals and families during the various periods of development. For the short paper, students will read a popular press article about a family issue from the list provided by the instructor (see page 4 of this document). Students will then answer a series of questions about the article and how it relates to individual and family development at the specified point of the lifespan (using information from the Revel textbook).

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS
In your paper, answer all four of the questions in the order specified below. Each answer should be approximately 1 paragraph (about 1/2 page) in length. See the rubric on pages 4-5 of these instructions for more information about how each section of the paper will be graded. 

CONSTRUCT YOUR PAPER USING THIS 4 PARAGRAPH FORMAT:

1.) THIS SECTION IS ONLY ABOUT THE ARTICLE ON ERESERVES: 
Identify the key issues for individual or family development at this point of the lifespan that are described in this article? In other words, what is the main idea/are the main ideas of this article? Identify and explain these ideas in your own words. It’s best to focus on the main concepts that you will mention again later in your paper. You must cite the author(s) of the article in order to give them appropriate credit for their ideas (see the examples on p. 2). 

2.) THIS SECTION IS ONLY ABOUT THE TEXTBOOK SECTION: 
Concerning this same key issue, what is important to know about it, according to Berk (2018) in the course textbook? Refer specifically to the content on the specified pages of the textbook in the table on page 3. Summarize this information in your own words, but make sure you are drawing the information from the textbook.  This can be achieved by making statements such as “Berk (2018) states…” or by following the example citation format (see p. 2 of this document). 

3.) THIS SECTION CONNECTS THE ARTICLE AND THE TEXTBOOK:
Identify two points of connection between the article and in Berk (2018) about this key issue. In other words, how does the information in this article correspond to Berk’s (2018) presentation of this topic in the text? Does one expand upon/further extend or even contradict the ideas in the other source? How, or in what ways? Be as specific as possible when describing or explaining at least two substantive, relevant and meaningful connections. You must support your ideas with citations to the textbook and article. 

4.) THIS SECTION IS ABOUT HOW BOTH SOURCES’ MAIN ISSUE IMPACTS FAMILIES: 
Please describe how families as a unit and how individuals within families are likely to be impacted by the issue or special topic discussed in this article. In other words, what are this issue’s potential benefits or costs to individual development, family functioning, etc.? Is each impact likely to be positive or negative? Immediate or delayed? Be specific and explain your answers, providing at least two conclusions (i.e., at least one for families and one for individuals within families). You must support your ideas with citations to Berk (2018) and the article (see below). Do not discuss how individuals and families could be impacted by reading the article itself. Do not discuss your personal opinion or experiences in your answer.


IN-TEXT CITATIONS

Citations are used to “give credit” to the source of an idea. When citing the special topics article or the text, cite the author(s) and publication date in parentheses, for example (Berk, 2017) or (Barron, 2015). 

The citation should be placed at the end of the relevant sentence, before the period. The reader must be able to identify which idea goes with which source; this is not possible if the two citations only are used together at the end of a paragraph. 

See “Avoiding Plagiarism” slides and handout on eCampus.


WRITING & FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS

Writing
· Use past tense when discussing ideas from the article and text.  
· Do not write your person opinion and do not make I-statements.
· DIRECT QUOTES MAY NOT BE USED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES in any of your answers. If you use direct quotes, you will receive the lowest possible score for that section (see the grading rubric). If any direct quotes are not enclosed in quotation marks, then in addition to this penalty you will also be reported to the Office of Student Conduct for plagiarism. Adding a citation to a direct quote of any length is still plagiarism if that direct quote is not enclosed in quotation marks. 

Formatting
· Do not use a cover sheet: Type your name and the article number in the upper left corner of the first page.
· Do not retype the article’s title or the assignment questions in your paper: Including the title or questions artificially inflates the TurnItIn commonality score. 
· 12-point font size
· Times New Roman
· 1” margins 
· 1.5” line spacing
· No more than 3 pages long.

*If you deviate from the formatting instructions your paper will be returned to you with no grade and your resubmission with correct formatting will be subject to the late submission penalty (see below).


SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS & PAPER DEADLINES
All papers must be submitted electronically to TurnItIn via eCampus. Your instructor will demonstrate how to do this during the 2nd week of class and a copy of these instructions will be available in the “Special Topics Papers” folder on eCampus. Paper or emailed copies of the papers will not be accepted for any reason. You will receive your score and feedback through eCampus.  

PAPER DEADLINES
· Note that there are four due dates. Your due date is dependent on the topic you choose. Submit your paper to TurnItIn on eCampus by 11:59 P.M. on the date it is due. 
· Any submissions after 11:59 P.M. are considered late. The late submission penalty is a deduction of 2.5 points per day that the paper is late for up to one week after the due date. Weekends and holidays count for late submission penalties. 
· Papers will not be accepted more than one week following the initial due date. As indicated in the course syllabus, absolutely no papers will be accepted after FINAL CUTOFF date for any reason. 



EXTRA CREDIT
You may earn up to a total of 5 points of extra credit for selecting your articles by the end of the 3rd week of class, provided that you do not change your selections after that deadline. Review the options below and submit your preferences on eCampus (see the link in the “Special Topics Papers” folder.


REVISE & RESUBMISSION
After the paper grade has been posted, students have up to ONE week to revise and resubmit their special topic paper for full credit. The revised paper must be submitted to TurnItIn on 
eCampus in order to be re-graded. 



ARTICLES & DEADLINES

SELECTING & LOCATING ARTICLE
Students must select one article from the list below. 
The articles are available electronically through the course’s eReserve. To login to the 
	Article/Topic/Deadline
	ARTICLE	Comment by Megan Mikesell: Should change every spring.
	Suggested REVEL Sections

	Group 1
DUE DATE: Fri. Feb. 14 @ 11:59pm	Comment by Megan Mikesell: Change due date.
	
	


	Immunizations
Topic 1A
	A Quiet Rise in Unvaccinated Children Could Put the U.S. at Risk of Outbreaks.  
	7.2: Influences on Physical Growth and Health

	Opioid Epidemic
Topic 1B
	5 Things to Know About the Opioid Epidemic and Its Effect on Children
	3.2: Prenatal Environmental Influences
13.3: Health and Fitness

	Group 2
DUE DATE: Fri. Mar. 6 @ 11:59pm	Comment by Megan Mikesell: Change due date.
	
	

	Rough and Tumble Play
Topic 2A
	Rough and Tumble Saves the Day
	8.4: Peer Relations
9: Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood
9.3: Motor Development and Play

	Self-Esteem in Girls
Topic 2B
	Can Barbie Really Have It All?
	12: Emotional and Social Development in Adolescence

	Group 3
DUE DATE: Fri. Mar. 27 @ 11:59pm	Comment by Megan Mikesell: Change due date.
	
	

	Emerging Adulthood
Topic 3A
	Getting Some ‘Me’ Time: Why Millennials are So Individualistic
	14.1: A Gradual Transition: Emerging Adulthood

	Sandwich Generation 
Topic 3B
	The Challenges of Joining the ‘Sandwich Generation’
	16: Emotional and Social Development in Middle Adulthood
16.4: Relationships at Midlife

	Group 4
DUE DATE: Fri. Apr. 10 @ 11:59pm	Comment by Megan Mikesell: Change due date.
	
	

	Family Caregivers of Alzheimer’s  
Topic 4A
	Family Caregivers Exchange Tips, Share Stories to Ease Alzheimer’s Losses
	17.3: Health, Fitness, and Disability

	Preschools and Nursing Homes Topic 4B
	The Preschool Inside a Nursing Home
	7.7: Individual Differences in Mental Development
18.5: A Changing Social World


eReserve, open a web browser and go to https://reserves.lib.wvu.edu/. Please contact the library for assistance (https://reserves.lib.wvu.edu/contactus) if you are unable to login to the eReserve.
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Question 1: Identification of the key 

developmental issue within the article.



Worth 10 points

10 points: Student accurately identified the 

article’s key developmental issue and described 

it in a superior fashion. All points are clear and 

all statements are fully relevant.

8 points: Student accurately identified the 

article’s key developmental issue and described 

it in a fashion that was in-between satisfactory 

and superior. The points were primarily clear and 

statements were mostly relevant.

6 points: Student accurately identified the 

article’s key developmental issue and described 

it in a satisfactory fashion. The points were 

mostly clear and relevant; however, there may 

be a couple of vague or irrelevant points.

4 points: Student accurately identified the 

article's key developmental issue and described 

it in a fashion that was in-between satisfactory 

and unsatisfactory. The points were mostly 

vague or irrelevant. 

2 points: Student inaccurately identified the 

article’s key developmental issue, and described 

it in an unsatisfactory fashion. The description is 

incomplete, and the points raised are vague or 

irrelevant.

OR

Student included direct quotes in this section.

0 points: Student does not include this section.

Question 2: Summary of the issue as 

presented in the text 



Worth 10 points

10 points: Student summarized the information 

about the developmental issue provided in the 

text and/or course in a superior fashion. The 

points referenced were fully clear and the 

statements were fully relevant.

8 points: Student summarized the information 

about the developmental issue provided in the 

text and/or course in a fashion that was in-

between satisfactory and superior. The points 

were primarily clear and statements were mostly 

relevant.

6 points: Student summarized the information 

about the developmental issue provided in the 

text and/or course in a satisfactory fashion. The 

points were mostly clear and relevant; however, 

there may be a couple of vague or irrelevant 

points. 

4 points: Student summarized the information 

about the developmental issue provided in the 

text and/or course in a fashion that was in-

between satisfactory and unsatisfactory. The 

points were mostly vague or irrelevant. 

2 points: Student summarized the information 

about the developmental issue provided in the 

text and/or course in an unsatisfactory fashion. 

The summary was incomplete, and the points 

raised were vague or irrelevant. 

OR

Student included direct quotes in this section.

0 points: Student does not include this section.

Question 3: Connections to the textbook 



Worth 10 points

10 points: Student connected the information 

conveyed in the article to the text in a superior 

fashion, referring to at least two clear examples 

of how this article contained confirmatory or 

contradictory information. The explanation was 

fully clear and all points raised were relevant.

8 points: Student connected the information 

conveyed in the article to the text in a fashion 

that was in-between satisfactory and superior, 

referring to at least one clear example of how 

this article contained confirmatory or 

contradictory information. The explanation was 

primarily clear and most if not nearly all points 

raised were fully relevant.

6 points: Student connected the information 

conveyed in the article to the text in a 

satisfactory fashion, referring to at least one 

example of how this article contained 

confirmatory or contradictory information. The 

explanation was mostly clear and most points 

raised were relevant; however, there may be a 

couple of vague or irrelevant points.

4 points: Student connected the information 

conveyed in the article to the text in a fashion 

that was in-between satisfactory and 

unsatisfactory. An example of confirmatory or 

contradictory information was not specified, or 

was discussed in a vague or confusing manner.

2 points: Student connected the information 

conveyed in the article to the course and/or text 

in an unsatisfactory fashion, and did not clearly 

highlight at least one example of how the article 

contained confirmatory or contradictory 

information. Explanations and examples were 

vague or irrelevant, or this section was 

incomplete. 

OR

0 points: Student does not include this section.



Question 4: Impact on individuals/families 



Worth 10 points

10 points: Student discussed issues how 

individuals or families could be impacted by the 

developmental issue in a superior fashion. All 

questions raised in the instructions were 

addressed with explanation and support from the 

text and article.  The explanation was fully clear 

and all points raised were relevant.

8 points: Student discussed how individuals or 

families could be impacted by the developmental 

issue in a fashion that was in-between 

satisfactory and superior. The questions raised 

in the instructions were only partially addressed, 

however explanation and support from the text 

and article was included.  The explanation was 

primarily clear and most if not nearly all points 

raised were fully relevant.

6 points: Student discussed how individuals or 

families could be impacted by the developmental 

issue in a satisfactory fashion. The questions 

raised in the instructions were partially 

addressed but there was little support from the 

text and article.  The explanation was mostly 

clear and most points raised were relevant; 

however, there may be a couple of vague or 

irrelevant points.

4 points: Student discussed how individuals or 

families could be impacted by the developmental 

issue in a fashion that was in-between 

satisfactory and unsatisfactory. The questions 

raised in the instructions were not addressed. 

The explanation was somewhat vague or 

irrelevant.

2 points: Student discussed how individuals or 

families could be impacted by the developmental 

issue in an unsatisfactory fashion. The questions 

raised in the instructions were not addressed.  

The explanation was vague, irrelevant, referred 

to personal opinions or experiences, or this 

section was incomplete.

OR

Student included direct quotes in this section.

0 points: Student does not include this section.



Writing & Formatting



Worth 5 points

5 points: Student followed all formatting 

directions as outlined in the assignment.  The 

paper was well-written and free of grammatical, 

spelling, and/or typographical errors. 

4 points: Student followed most of the formatting 

directions as outlined in the assignment 

instructions. The paper was written satisfactorily 

but may have had a few grammatical, spelling, 

and /or typographical errors.

3 points: Student followed some of the 

formatting directions as outlined in the 

assignment instructions. The paper was poorly 

written and grammatical, spelling and/or 

typographical errors were evident.  

1 point: Student followed few of the formatting 

directions as outlined in the assignment 

instructions. The paper was written poorly and a 

lack of effort was evident. Grammatical, spelling, 

and typographical errors were common 

throughout the paper.

0 points: Student did not follow the formatting 

instructions.



In-Text Citations



Worth 5 points

5 points: Student cited both the article and 

textbook appropriately. All in-text citations were 

correct and free from mistakes.

4 points: Student cited both the article and the 

textbook through most of the paper, missing a 

few instances to cite. Most of the in-text citations 

were correct and had few mistakes.

3 points: Student cited either only the textbook 

or only the article. In-text citations were mostly 

correct. 

1 point: Student cited little throughout most of 

the paper.

OR

In-text citations were mostly incorrect with many 

mistakes. 

0 points: Student did not use in-text citations.



STP Rubric


